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European Cotton Alliance (ECA)

Founding members:
❑ Interprofessionals Organizations,
❑ the Industry and the Manufacturers Associations in Greece and in

Spain

Associate member: EUROCOTTON-the European federation of cotton and
allied textile industries

Objectives:
❑ Harmonization of the European policies in relation with the

sustainable and environmental-friendly practices and traceability of
the cotton production

❑ Promotion of the use of European Cotton among professionals and
consumers

❑ Development and establishment of a European cotton trademark



Promoted product

Cotton produced by the members of
the Alliance that fulfills certain
sustainability criteria



Spain Greece

100% of the European cotton 
production is concentrated in 
Greece and Spain. 
Both countries have a long 
history of cotton production 
and are renowned for their high 
cotton quality, which makes the 
commodity highly sought after 
in strong textile manufacturing 
countries such as Turkey.

Production of lint is 
approximately 360.000 tns. 

Out of it roughly 20% is 
absorbed in the internal 

market while the remaining 
80% is exported to third 

countries of the 
Mediterranean basin and 

the  Far East 

The EU cotton market
EU Producers

The EU COTTON 

ALLIANCE



European Cotton

❑ 100% of EU cotton production concentrated in Greece
and Spain

❑ Over 75.000 farmers / 150.000 families have cotton as
their main source of income

❑ Annual turnover almost 1 billion euros

❑ European cotton: approximately 2% of the world total
lint cotton production & 8th most exportable cotton
commodity in the world

❑ European Union → second biggest consumer of end
textile products

❑ No indication of the raw materials used for the
production of the end textile products.



Project Objectives

• To increase the awareness and recognition of the European cotton, adding a very
strong focus towards its quality AND sustainability properties

• A promotion campaign which aspires to educate consumers and trade
professionals about European Cotton focusing on its sustainability features, its
methods of production, and its popularity around the world

• A positive reflection on various European sectors, such as the textile, fashion,
hygiene products industries

• A new narrative for the textile industry/ retailers, who wish to differentiate their
product by introducing new aspects which could attract the interest of the consumer

• Added value in European-wide level for cotton producers, textile manufacturers,
retailers and designers alike



Target markets
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Spain

Greece

Germany

France

Italy



Target countries

• Greece

• Spain

Characteristics: 

The Only producers of cotton in the EU / consumers not aware of this fact

Spain: very important clothing industry

• Germany

• France

• Italy

Characteristics: very important clothing industry, some of the most populated countries in the EU, 
high GDP and consumer spending power



Central campaign slogan:

Sustainability Quality Envirorment Tradition

European cotton is a 
sustainable, traceable 

and transparent 
product

European cotton is a highly 
qualitative product, with 
competitive advantages 
towards other producing 

regions

European cotton 
production respects 

the environment

Cotton is a traditional 
crop  in Greece and 

Spain

European cotton: high quality, responsibly 
produced



Key messages

European cotton: high quality, responsibly produced

KEY MESSAGES

-European Union produces high quality cotton, widely renowned for its premium characteristics

-European cotton production is sustainable, traceable and of high quality

-Consumers who choose European cotton end-products help European producers and local
products.

-Consumers who choose European cotton positively contribute to environmental protection



Communication



Communicating sustainability

• Focal point in the website and social media

• Educational activities for the general public (such as workshops for
fashion students) heavily focused on the modalities of European cotton
production and how it differentiates from non-European origins

• Promotional material production such as video and photos will
concentrate on the cycle of cotton production and its sustainability
characteristics



Creative messages

“Europe Designs a Sustainable Future with European Cotton”

European cotton is grown from non GMO seeds achieving high level of environmental 

and social performance

European cotton farming practices are highly regulated ensuring safety for the 

farmers, the consumers and the environment

European cotton is a high value, sustainable source material used for the production 

of premium textile products



Key messages – provisionary visuals



Key messages



Key messages





European consumers

• Increased interest for high quality fabrics, traceability of materials,

backstory of products/producers, sustainability of production.

• Natural fibers are at the heart of a "fashion movement" with different

names: sustainable, green, ethical, ecological

The campaign will address exactly those needs by:

Educating on the key quality and sustainability aspects of European

cotton production

Offering data on traceability, modalities of production

Taking advantage of the slow fashion movement for the promotion of

higher quality fabrics



Final statement

• EUCOTTON project: a statement of the European cotton for a product that attracts

international demand and achieves high level of environmental and social

performance

• Our vision: work closely with the Textile Chain in order to recognize our product as a

high value, sustainable source material used for the production of high value,

end textile products.



Thank you!

ANTONIOS SIARKOS

PRESIDENT

EUROPEAN COTTON ALLIANCE

info@eucotton.org
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