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EU trade agreements… 

 

Protecting  European social, environmental, 
labour and consumer standards while 
increasing standards in our trading partners  

 

Preventing any race to the bottom or social 
dumping. 

 

Creating more 
level playing field   
 

New economic 
opportunities  

 



2. EU trade agreements 
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Agreements already in force… 

 

• "First generation agreements"- increase EU exports 
through elimination of customs duties 

 Mediterranean countries, Chile 

 

• "New generation agreements": tariffs +new areas &  
rules including sustainable development  

 Canada, Korea, Andean countries and Central America 

 

• Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas: to support 
close economic relations with EU's neighbours 

  Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova;  

 

 



With good results… 

 



With good results… 

 



• Singapore, Vietnam: finalised, legal review, needs 
approval of governments + European Parliament 

• Japan: finalised December 2017, legal review ongoing, 
approval still required  objective: entry into force 2019 

• Mexico: upgrading existing agreement – finalisation early 
2018?  

• Mercosur: window of opportunity in coming weeks 

• Chile, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines  

• Australia, NZ: awaiting negotiating mandate from MS 
 

 
Main concluded/ongoing 

negotiations 
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EU – Japan FTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Removes €1 bn/year duties for EU companies 

 

 

 



EU – Japan FTA 

 

 

 

 

• Government procurement:  48 large cities, covering 
around 15% of Japan’s population  

 

• Removes existing obstacles to  

• procurement in the railway sector  

 

 



EU – Japan FTA 

Opens up the Japanese market to  

EU agricultural exports:  

 

• duties eliminated on many cheeses  

• such as Gouda and Cheddar 

• a duty-free quota will be established for fresh cheeses 

• tariffs on wine exports disappear on day one 

• Significantly lower tariffs on beef over time 

• Pork:  almost duty free trade for fresh meat and full 
liberalisation for processed meat   

 



EU – Japan FTA  



Mercosur 



Mercosur 
 

• 2016 offer = already 4 bn euros in tariff reductions  

                   = 8 times the value of EU-Canada agreement  

• Liberalisation of key industrial sectors 



Mercosur 

Opportunities for farmers and food producers 



Mercosur 

Geographical indications 
protection (it's a region 

where European products 
are copied most often) 

 
 

Chapter on Sanitary & 
Phytosanitary issues 
(prelisting, audits…)  



Mercosur  

• The deal safeguards the interests of EU farmers.  

• Some agri products, are: 

• sensitive for the EU, but 

• key export interests for Mercosur.  

• These include:  

   Beef   Ethanol  Poultry 

• So Mercosur will have only limited access to the 
EU using tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) - exports at a 
lower tariff up to a pre-agreed amount. 



Mexico 

A large OECD  

economy  

 
 

A major export 

market for the EU 

 
 

High investment  

stocks 

   
   

128 m 
Population 

 

€16,000 
Average annual income 

 

€1.05 trn 
Annual size of 

the economy (GDP) 

 

 



Mexico  

• Opens up trade in 
services 

 

 

 

 
Financial 
services 

 

 

 
Postal 

and courier 
 

 
Telecommunications 

 

 
Transport 

 
Digital  
trade 

 

 
Environmental  

services 
 

 

• Opens up public 
procurement 

 
 

• Encourages investment 

 
 

• Protects the environment 
and labour rights  

 

 

  



Mexico  

• Scraps tariffs on key 
EU agricultural goods  

 

 

• Protects EU Geographical 
Indications  

 

 

 



But untapped export 
opportunities… 



 
 
- Outreach campaign on how to benefit from 
FTAs: new communication material aimed at 
SMEs in all EU languages, targeted 
dissemination in AT, BG, CZ, DK, DE, FI, FR, 
EL,HU, IE, NL, PL, RO 
 
- Market Access Database portal: adding 
practical information on FTAs in force (beyond 
EU-Canada CETA)  
 

 
 

In the works: focus on SMEs… 
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http://madb.europa.eu 





CETA 
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We need your help…. 

• Act as a multiplier at national level on benefits of 
existing/future trade agreements 

 

• Help us identify/profile concrete local examples:  
TRADE-EXPORTERS-STORIES@ec.europa.eu 

  

• Help us reach out to SMEs to ensure they benefit 
from the deals 
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Thank you! 
 

  adeline.hinderer@ec.europa.eu 

 

 DG Trade Information, Communications & 
   Civil Society Unit 

 


